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BEYOND COLLEGE PREP 
 Inspiring a Lifetime of Character, Confidence, Compassion 

A 100 percent college acceptance rate is only the beginning. A Mount education challenges each student to develop her fullest potential in a Christian 
atmosphere of love and caring.  Four years at the Mount inspire a lifetime of values, talents, and aspirations that forever enrich each young woman.  

1645 Route 22 at Terrill Road • Watchung, NJ 07069 • www.mountsaintmary.org • 908.757.0108 ext. 4506 

OPEN HOUSE - OCTOBER 23 
1 P.M. TO 4 P.M. 

ENTRANCE TEST - NOVEMBER 5 
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

learn more. 

A Catholic, independent, college preparatory school for young women in grades 9 through 12 

Scan to  

By Chris Donahue
Staff  Writer

MILLTOWN — As the new principal 
of Our Lady of Lourdes School, Sister 
Elizabeth Halaj wants children to feel 
they are loved and at home, just as she 
did when she was a teacher there.

A member of the Little Servant Sis-
ters of the Immaculate Conception con-
gregation, Sister Elizabeth taught at Our 
Lady of Lourdes from 1999 to 2006.

In her new role, she will oversee about 
160 children in pre-school to eighth grade.

“Educational leadership is a profes-
sion that shapes America’s future,” she 
said. “As a Catholic school principal, I 
intend to commit myself to provide both 
religious and academic leadership in a 
faith-fi lled environment while building 
a collaborative school community to en-
sure a Christ-centered environment and 
quality educational programs.

“I will be a role model and be the 
facilitator of love, care, understanding, and 
the inspiration that is needed daily to main-
tain the fl ow between all staff members.

“A strong educational leadership 
with motivated faculty collaboration, 
inspired by God’s love, is planting a 
seed into each student’s heart. Through 
this process the student develops into a 
moral, ethical and competent citizen.”

Sister Elizabeth said she has tried to 

create an environment that fosters learn-
ing since she was growing up in Poland.

“When I was nine I took care of my 
neighbor’s children. The baby was two 
weeks old and I was able to do everything 
and I loved it,” she said.

“From the very beginning I loved 
children and I wanted to be a teacher. Each 
day I come to school I feel like it is what I 
want to do. Each morning I am happy.

“I want them to experience that 
learning can be fun, not an abstract ac-
tivity, and that whatever they learn here 
they can connect to home.”

In her own home, Sister Elizabeth said 
her parents were good role models because 
of their strong faith. Her father played the 
organ at Mass and prayer services.

Her family eventually moved 
to Brooklyn, N.Y., where she met 
the Little Servant Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception.

In 1992, Sister Elizabeth joined the 
congregation and in the Jubilee Year 2000 
she made her fi nal profession.

She earned a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology at Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick; and earned both a master’s 
degree and an education specialist cer-
tifi cation in the Education Leadership, 
Management and Policy program at 
Seton Hall University, South Orange.

As a teacher, Sister Elizabeth has 
also served at St. Matthew School, West 

Deptford; Blessed Sacrament, Elizabeth; 
Blessed Edmund Early Education Center, 
Cherry Hill; and an administrative intern-
ship at Resurrection Catholic Elementary 
School, also Cherry Hill.

In 2007, Sister Elizabeth taught 
needy children in the Philippines.

Sister Elizabeth said sources of 
inspiration for her include St. Therese 

the Little Flower, patroness of the mis-
sions; St. Rita, patroness of impossible 
cases; and Blessed Edmund Bojanowski, 
founder of the Little Servant Sisters.

Our Lady of Lourdes School 
opened Sept. 24, 1942, in a front room 
of the rectory. Classes were held at two 
other sites before the present school 
building opened in 1957.

 Little Servant 
of the 
Immaculate 
Conception 
Sister Elizabeth 
Halaj is pictured 
on the grounds 
of Our Lady of 
Lourdes School. 
Sister Elizabeth 
served as a 
teacher at OLOL 
from 1999-2006, 
and returns 
this year as the 
school’s new 
principal.
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Former teacher returns to school as new principal


